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For Immediate Release                                                                                 Contact: Name & Position
                                                                                                                           Agency/Dept:    xxx
                                                                                                                           Phone: 406-xxx-xxxx
Target Shooting with Wildfire Safety in Sight

Community, MONT., Month XX, 2015 - Before you zero in on your target, keep wildfire safety in your sights. Your Agency Name wants/ Firefighters want to remind you that just one small spark from your ammunition, under the right conditions, can ignite dry vegetation. 

Bullets can ricochet off rocks causing a spark that ignites vegetation. When the bullet strikes a hard, unmoving surface, the heat is transferred into the fragments that ignite under certain weather conditions. Take the time to place your target on level, un-vegetated surface of dirt or small grained gravel.  With that in mind, here are a few suggestions to help you enjoy target shooting with wildfire safety in mind:

1. Shoot on quality steel target. Certain brands of steel targets have a flat target surface with no exposed clamps or brackets, allowing for predictable bullet splatter. Uneven shooting surfaces produce splatter and ricochet. 

2. Avoid shooting trash. Because targets like old couches and TVs lack a hard surface, a bullet will break up upon entry. Hot rounds can build up inside and create enough heat to start a fire. A bullet fragment can reach up to 1,400 degrees in temperature. 

3. Avoid using steel or solid copper ammo. Studies show there is potential to ignite the dry grass on dry, hot, and windy days.  

4. Never shoot exploding targets. The widening use of exploding targets on public lands has led to serious injuries, catastrophic wildfires, destruction of property and a significant loss and/or damage to our natural resources. Various agencies prohibit the use of exploding target on their lands to enhance public safety and protect natural resources and property. 

5. Avoid using incendiary or tracer ammo.  Any ammo that “burns” can easily ignite dry grass and brush. 

Be prepared and responsible. 

Carry a shovel, extra water and a fire extinguisher just in case a fire ignites.

We can all make a difference in reducing human-caused fires this season.

One Less Spark Means One Less Wildfire!

-End-
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